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These two captures of the same page one month apart 
have the same content - can we assume it stayed the 
same in between? 
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In February 2025, an executive order resulted in many 
US government webpages being taken down

3 @webscidl.bsky.social    @lesleyelisabeth.bsky.social             WADL 2025                                 

https://abc7ny.com/post/cdc-website-down-datasets-pages-hiv-lgbtq-more-taken-agency-complies-donald-trump-executive-orders/15853560/ 

https://abc7ny.com/post/cdc-website-down-datasets-pages-hiv-lgbtq-more-taken-agency-complies-donald-trump-executive-orders/15853560/


Rather than being permanently deleted, a federal judge 
ordered that they be restored (and edited individually)
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https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/feb/11/trump-dei-cdc-fda 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/feb/11/trump-dei-cdc-fda


In fact, this page had two captures with different 
content between those two dates
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403 http status code



There are over 8,000 CDC webpages with TimeMaps 
that fit this 200 - not 200 - 200 pattern in February 2025.
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“Life and death are a part of a continuous sequence 
rather than dichotomous categories.”
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Clinical death 
stage Liminal stage Coming back 

(differently)

Roy Hit in head by shell “You’re in a kind of complete 
darkness, between hallucination 
and consciousness.”
Coma for 6 days

Rehab for 6 
months

Limor Meoded Danon.. Between My Body and My “Dead Body”: Narratives of Coma. Qualitative Health Research. 2015;26(2):227-240



A near death experience of a webpage follows 3 stages
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Clinical death 
stage Liminal stage Coming back 

(differently)

200 not 200 200 200
http status code



Many CDC webpages have at least one non-successful 
HTTP status code in February 2025 (clinical death)
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Clinical death 
stage Liminal stage Coming back 

(differently) Status code: 
404



Data.CDC.gov webpages redirected to this error sink 
(clinical death stage)
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Clinical death 
stage Liminal stage Coming back 

(differently) Status 
code: 
302 then 
200



Clinical death stage reasons could include redirects 
(error sinks), removals, bot prevention, or server 
unavailability.
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Clinical death 
stage Liminal stage Coming back 

(differently)



"A liminal space is the time between the 'what was' and 
the 'next.' It is a place of transition."
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Clinical death 
stage Liminal stage Coming back 

(differently)



CDC webpages displayed a banner in February 2025 
while they were edited to comply with new executive 
orders (liminal stage)
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Clinical death 
stage Liminal stage Coming back 

(differently)



Some CDC webpages still display a banner today
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Clinical death 
stage Liminal stage Coming back 

(differently)



Liminal webpages are highly fragile and are at risk of 
changing or being entirely permanently deleted.
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Clinical death 
stage Liminal stage Coming back 

(differently)

M. Olszanowski, “girl. is. a. four. letter. word the collective practices of amateur self-imag (in) ing and personal website production 1996 to 2001”



CDC webpages contain a last updated date, both 
machine readable and human readable
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Clinical death 
stage Liminal stage Coming back 

(differently)
<meta property="cdc:last_updated" 
content="January 8, 2025"/>



This CDC webpage experienced unannounced, silent 
changes (coming back differently)
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Clinical death 
stage Liminal stage Coming back 

(differently)

January 24, 2025
“Last updated: 
January 8”

February 10, 2025
“Last updated: 
January 8”

Deleted text



We analyzed the 8,824 candidates for changes using 
an iterative combination of manual and automated 
methods
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Clinical death 
stage Liminal stage Coming back 

(differently)

One tenth of 
candidates 
contain silent 
updates!

Or announced (360)



We presented a case study of CDC webpages that 
experienced a near death experience
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● We examined the pages in the context of their lifespan and near death 
experience, identifying three stages (clinical death, liminal, and coming 
back differently)

● We showed that the CDC last updated date is not trustworthy



Sankey data
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